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1 For informed accounts of the crisis which aim to locate it in its historical and political context see: McHugo, J.
Syria: A recent History, London, 2014; Phillips, C. The Battle for Syria; International Rivalry in the New Middle East,
New Haven, 2016; Glass, C. Syria Burning: A Short History of the Catastrophe, London, 2015.

2 For informed accounts of the crisis which aim to locate it in its historical and political context see: McHugo, J.
Syria: A recent History, London, 2014; Phillips, C. The Battle for Syria; International Rivalry in the New Middle East,
New Haven, 2016; Glass, C. Syria Burning: A Short History of the Catastrophe, London, 2015.
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Asia, vol. 18, no. 2, 1998; Kurds and the State in Iran: The Making of Kurdish Identity, London 2012.
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5 See Derrida’s discussion of the violence of the founding act of the state in ‘The Force of Law: The Mythical
Foundations of Authority’ in P. Cornell et al (eds.): Deconstruction and the possibility of Justice, London 1992.
6 This general theoretical outline is discussed in detail in Vali, op. cit. 1998.
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7 For histories of the formation and development of the Syrian state since the end of WW1 see the following: van
Dam, N. The Struggle for Power in Syria: Politics and Society under Asad and the Ba’th Party, London 2011
Hinnebusch, R. Authoritarian Power and State Formation in Ba’thist Syria: Army, Party and Peasant, San Francisco,
1989; Mo'az, M. et al. (eds.): Modern Syria, Brighton, 1988; Zisser, E. Asad's Legacy: Syria in Transition, NY, 2001;
Wedeen, L. Ambiguities of Domination, Politics, Rhetoric and Symbolism in Contemporary Syria, Chicago, 1999;
George, A. Syria: Neither Bread nor Freedom, London, 2003.

8 Before the recent crisis there was little interest in the history, politics, and culture of the Kurds in Syria. Some
major works on the history and politics of modern Syria are almost silent on this issue; others treat the Kurds as a
docile community uninterested or unable to have a voice in Syrian politics, a parochial issue at best. March 2004
was a watershed in this respect. See Yildiz, K. The Kurds in Syria, Forgotten People, London, 2005; Montgomery, H.
The Kurds of Syria: An Existence Denied, Berlin, 2005; Lynch, M. and Perveen, A. Buried Alive: Stateless Kurds in
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Syria, Washington, 2006. Tejel and Alssopp provide informed accounts of Kurdish politics and history in more
recent times: Tejel, J. Syria's Kurds: History, Politics and Society, Routledge, 2009; Alssopp, H. The Kurds of Syria:
Political Parties and Identity in the Middle East, London 2014.

9 Agamben, G. Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and the Bare Life, Chicago, 1998

10 For accounts of the 2004 uprising and subsequent developments in Kurdish politics in Syria see Tejel, op. cit.
2009 and Alssopp, op. cit. 2014.

11 This point refers to Schmitt’s much- quoted definition of sovereign as ‘he who decides on the exception’, in
Political Theology: Four Chapters on the Concept of Sovereignty, Cambridge Mass, 1988, p. 5.
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12 Schmitt op. cit. Also see his The Concept of the Political, Chicago, 1996.

13 The concept of the constituting power of the people, initially used by Benjamin in his seminal essay Critique of
Violence, was reconstructed and developed by Antonio Negri and Michael Hardt, signifying the subject of their
proposed radical democratic order in Multitude: War and Democracy in the Age of Empire, New York, 2004, and
the Commonwealth, Cambridge Mass, 2011; see also Negri’s Insurgencies: Constituent Power and the Modern
State, Minneapolis, 1999, and his essay ‘Sovereignty Between Government, Exception and Governance’ in Kalmo,
H. and Skinner, Q. (eds.): Sovereignty in Fragments: The Past, Present and Future of a Contested Concept,
Cambridge, 2010.

14 Negri discusses similar conditions with reference to ‘Beyond Exception’. For me exception is an outcome, and
along with radical democracy, constitutes a condition and form of the resolution of the crisis of sovereignty. This a
fundamental difference with important implications for this analysis. See Negri op.cit. 2010
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15 Schmitt, C. op. cit. 1988

16 See Thesis 8 in Benjamin, W, ‘Theses on the Philosophy of History’, in llluminations, New York, 2007.

17 See Agamben op. cit. 1998. The main themes of his theoretical framework, including ‘exception becoming the
rule’, the ‘zone of indistinction’, and ‘anomie’, referred to in this work are further developed in State of Exception,
Chicago, 2005.
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18 See Ocalan, A. Prison Writings, The Roots of Civilization, Vol. 1 2007, and The Road Map to Negotiation (Prison
Writing, 3), 2012. All references are to the English editions of these sources. Ocalan acknowledges the influence of
Murray Bookchin, the American Libertarian-Socialist-Ecologist theorist, as his teacher and source of inspiration, but
his conception of democratic autonomy varies from that of Bookchin on a number of key issues, including the
historicist account of the evolution of the ancient communal/natural origins of Mesopotamian socio-cultural
institutions, the institutional structure of democratic autonomy and the role of political party organization in the
process of the constitution and consolidation of democratic autonomy. These differences are discussed by
Leezenberg in a recent article on the concept of democratic autonomy which attempts to engage critically with
Ocalan’s writings. Leezenberg’s work is a rare, though limited, critical engagement with Ocalan’s concept: he
focuses almost exclusively on issues related to institutional organization of democratic autonomy and the concept
of self-defense, leaving aside the discursive formation of the concept and critical issues related to the theorization
of the conditions of possibility of the concept of democratic autonomy, see Leezenberg, M. ‘The Ambiguities of
Democratic Autonomy: the Kurdish Movements in Turkey and Rojava in South European and Black Sea Studies,
Vol. 16, no. 4.

19 There have been a number of academic studies of the ideological formation and development of the PKK in the
last few years. See among others: Akkaya, A and Jongerden, J. ‘Reassembling the Political: The PKK and the Project
of Radical Democracy’, European Journal of Turkish Studies, no. 14; Jongerden, J. ‘Radicalizing Democracy: Power,
Politics, People and the PKK’ in Research Turkey, 4. No. 3; Gunes, C. The Kurdish National Movement in Turkey:
From Protest to Resistance, London, 2012; White, P. The PKK: The Coming Down From the Mountains, London
2015; Yeyen, M. ‘Armed Struggle to Peace Negotiation: Independent Kurdistan to Democratic Autonomy: the PKK
in the Context’, Middle East Critique, 2016, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/19436149.2016.1218162
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23 For recent publications on Rojava and the system in place in the three constituent cantons see: Kucuk, B and
Ozselcuk, C. The Rojava Experience: Possibilities and Challenges of Building a Democratic Life; Usundag, N. Self-
Defence as a Revolutionary Practice in Rojava, or How to Unmake the State; Madra, Y. M. Democratic Economy
Conference: An Introductory Note, all three in The South Atlantic Quarterly, January 2016. Also Kapp, M et al.
Revolution in Rojava: Democratic Autonomy and Women'’s Liberation in Syrian Kurdistan, London, 2016.



2o Bl auly (gl callmiy ol aeizeall Al i Aiad (e golats (laliy uaias> Aubolyaags Lulee § Loyl
ALl (e @a¥l mlladl £33 s dulenll sda (o gyl Budl GsSG OF g bl Sl (& Abolyaay il geall
oo dde laluny @ Sl &z S e oldas @osiws Dol ©r900 Grue boydS Lsl / 23,8
LS sl DLl 0l (LS5 G gulead) cagdall o Joosl sluadly Slatll e 0ap Ll eimaally asas €Y1
(o AL LS Al e Grall 35 o) AS A Aibslgall QL) pggall st (e im0 oS ¥ ()90 52
sssaid Bgdl / s, ALl e gl ailladl ¢35 Glasad JIso¥l (e Sl (5L A6 Y 90 Jolidass elyz] 4l
Agolead) s Anllasel Al § adius 54d «DBg¥) ppax & SHUI ol (e Lsls 10y oylaaely 63,501 ,5Y1
s Jdlg cAgaliad] Bug ) Aol uasls dlaet § Al o) Logdl /A0 lad | gl AlSeY Loyt )¢5 8ylay
of ells e g 391 Lage IS sty «oad) suultll Jaall HUT (o LeadS (agall oM cpi S (g3,S01 531
o2l caially Lbolayl alad @iy Gy olead| s Caspad Bole] (o ey Lol /250,80 WLl e gl qallall 5
o0 O S Agl) gueeeltd] Jaall iy Lolad! gl o maeld! Jiaddl bazd ¥l ) ol uaaels e
sl goliadl s ,3YL LA dun H)

Lyl daaddl (g b liiesall &ylaill sgus 3olaits B dpesalio cilgaly lugua Lylas ] bz abally |ia
Lald" e 35,5 Ablaaall abaill (¥ 240,01 Aluell " boldas d>" olmy) d) aud @ Jleed aS5LEL
Paglazd) din § MY ek ek pall Raadall 3 crareas e Jigle wilas Jys el s e Mgl
g 3 ol Ll pue 5Lacdl § dsly ublaedl Blaldl (s § (e 3Y1 ws pllasdl Caiall i
5y0l8 053 G Leliy Bolely o Sy 2o laapdl A laidl § aSanll Bole] qamy 31 Lga JSAT G s LaMsY)
Leby> / dBgis alisly 1390 BlacYly cnig Sl 391 ol Bulus moaiy Lolbidl Lads oo catall lia 3,k e
small” e slanadly Al yaa ! Aliad! 280" e Cdaal) Bsaaill A ageal @bl de of oS lia
PPaglal i) ki) dgllesed) 20l & casatll 51 ISl aedd Aalses sload Gon canad @1y " ol aapll

24 | have discussed this issue in detail in Vali 1998 op.cit, and my ‘The Stolen History’ introduction to the Turkish
translation of Essays on the Origins of Kurdish Nationalism, Istanbul, 2006.

25 See of Derrida, J. Of Grammatology, 1976, and Writing and Difference, London 1978.

26 See Connolly, W. E. Identity and Difference: Democratic Negotiations of political Paradox, 1992 and Mann, M
the Dark Side of Democracy: Explaining Ethnic Cleansing, Cambridge, 2005



